2i8	CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA
the  Amharas.   Only the  women  kept  up   the   braided
head-dress of the Galla country-side.
The old man had once possessed a little land but it had
been confiscated because he was a partisan of the Negus
Mikael, Lij Yasu's father. He now lived, an African old
age pensioner, on the generosity of his village and, he
artfully suggested, of the passing traveller.
Slaves, which in the Negus Mikael's time cost sixty dollars
now cost twice as much, he said, and no one in his village
was rich enough to possess one : he remembered the time
when caravans of slave-dealers used to pass up and down
his valley, but now one could only buy secretly from house
to house, which reduced one really to buying and selling
the children of people already in slavery. Detection,
he added, was severely punished, with a fine of five
hundred dialers and two years3 imprisonment in Dessye.
" A-he-e-e-e " he said, regretfully scratching himself for
bygones that were bygones.
On the subject of the Italians the old man was accom-
modating. He did not like them, but if they came to his
country by force he would like them. As for himself, he
would not go and fight like those others who had rifles
and had gone to the war behind their lord, who lived near
the court of the Crown Prince. He preferred to support
the armies with his prayers. cc But will you not fight for
Ethiopia ? " we asked. " Where is Ethiopia ? " he replied,
so we gave it up.
All the southern armies had gone up through his valley,
but he told us that there had been no looting or spoiling
of the crops, and that what had been taken had been paid
for. Evidently old Mulugeta had mended his ways after
Dessye. The Italian aeroplanes had passed over one day
when a convoy of mules, horses and men was in the valley.
In high excited treble he described how all had run this
way and that with extreme rapidity, and how he and his
village had left their huts on the brow of the hill and taken
shelter under convenient spreading trees. Bombs had
dropped and no one was hit: clearly the aeroplane had
gone down a lot in his estimation.
We travelled twenty-five miles farther into the province
of Yeju and by questions put to soldiers3 servants trekking

